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Executive Summary .~ -

oundatron grvrng to Asran Pacrfrc Amerrcans is drsproportronately
~low given the size, drversrty and needs of the fastest growing’ racral

$group m America. Boosted by tremendous 1mm1grat10n, the Asian Pac1f1c
:‘Amencan populatron grew at 4 rate of 95 percent dunng the past decade _
" Asran Pacific Amerrcans currently number 7 3 mllllon or 2 9 percent of the S

total populatron o . : o
Desprte thrs srgnrfrcant growth only O 2 percent of phllanthroprc dollars _

g - ,-between 1983 and 1990 went to organrzatrons workmg in Asian Pacific _
;:'fAmerrcan communities. Most of thrs fundrng came from frve foundatrons
“and the number of foundatrons provrdrng support has not expanded Drrect L

" service organrzatrons received the bulk of grants during this seven-year - -
. :penod with few grants awarded for legal rrghts, communrty development
i ,'advocacy, and publrc polrcy analysrs / ;

- Contemporary Asian Pacific Amerrcans are extremely d1verse Although .

N the medra has portrayed Asran and Pacrfrc Islander ethnrc groups as a-
'monolrthrc model minority”, that succeeds in sprte of societal barrlers thls
; stereotype obscures serious needs among’ A51an Pacific Amerrcans For
| o Aexample Asran Pacrfrc Americans frequently confront brutal racrallyf
s motrvated hate cnmes, face: health problems compounded by cultural belrefs
“and practices; endure explortatlon in the labor market and suffer from
“domestic Vrolence - e '

AAPIP recommends that foundatrons recognrie the needs of various
Asran Pacrfrc Amerrcan communrtres by

e Provrdmg resources to organrzatrons that empower md1v1duals wrthrn the1r W
. 'communltres RN i . R

e Acknowledgrng the 1mportance of cultural sensrt1V1ty by provrdmg grants L
L 'to language’appropnate and culturally—approprrate prograins. ' |

e Fundmg documentatron and research efforts in Asran Pacrfrc Amerrcan
o communrtres ' ’ L ' ’

. Provldmg technrcal assrstance to Asran Pacrfrc Amencan communrty
o '~iorganrzatrons or 1nclud1ng Asran Pacrfrc Amerrcans in foundatron—generated -
o research ' ' : s '

. Seekrng actrvely to increase representatron of Asran Pacrfrc Amencans on -
> ‘foundatlon boards and staffs to: facrlrtate attentlon to communrty needs



~Foreword.

APIP is pleased to issue thls report Imuszble and in Need A
L, Plulanthmplc Gwmg to Asu:m Ame‘ncans and Paaﬁc Islanders

B ;Thrs report aims to prov1de grantmakers w1th a useful overview of A51an

IR v.:Pac1f1c Amerrcans, the country’s fastest growrng minority group but one '
2 little: understood or addréssed by ph1lanthrop1c organrzatlons Itis 1ntended '

- to acqualnt funders w1th Common 1ssues A51an Pac1f1c Amencan cornrnunp & :

t1es face.”

’ Durmg the last decade, the As1an Pacrﬁc Amencan populatlon grew at a o
o faster rate than any- other rac1al group in: the Unrted States. Popular 1mages S

of Asran Pacific- Amencans however, have not: portrayed the' complexrty
" and drversrty of their communities. Foundatlon executryes, publlc pollcy
o makers and the pubhc often uncrrtrcally accept the inaccuraté notion that '

'-A51an Pacific Amerlcans are a’ model minority’ that has successfully D
B assnmlated info Amerrcan socrety Consequently, As1an Pac1f1c Amencans : ‘

are not percelyed to have pressing needs that might be addressed by phrlan~ -

e thropy The realrty, however is that As1an Pacific Arnencans Confront a .
- varjety-of issues and problems to whrch the phllanthroprc communrty can. .
R "'dlrect its resources : ‘

The term “Asran Pacific Amerrcan mcludes people wrth dlverse hrstones,:» L

'languages and cultures. ‘Some Amerrcans of Chrnese ]apanese F1lrp1no and
o Korean. descent, for example trace their-toots in the United States to - ,
: jrmm1grants who arrived in'the late 18005 and’ early 1900s. New Amencans

 from Vretnam, Thalland ‘and India- may ‘have only recently arrived. In thrs o

5"_"report the term “Asran Pac1f1c Amerlcan refers to-individuals who trace e
: therr ofigins to the followrng countries: Bangladesh Bhutan, Cambodra, ’

. Chma Hong. Kong, India, Indonesra, ]apan Laos Macau, Malaysra,
.Maldrves Mongoha, Myanmar Nepal, North Korea, Paklstan the”
o 'Phrhpprnes, Smgapore South Korea, Sn Lanka, Tarwan, Tharland
- Vietriam; and the 1sland groups. that form Melanesra, Mlcronesra, and
1. Polynesia. "The term “Asran Arnencan W1ll be used when the issues or.
| 'expenences discussed do not apply to 1nd1v1duals from the Melanesran
X ,ercronesran and Polyne31an Islands ’ ‘

: 1 Willia erham P O Hare and ]udy C Felt. “Asran Amertcans Amerrca s Fastest Growrng .
Minority: Group ?. Population Trends and, Puiblic Pohcy A publlcatron of the Populatron o
i Reference Bureau, Number 19 Feb 1991 : . , , . R



‘A'Vsi'an Pacific American -
- Communities: Growth
' and Dwerszty

sian Pacrfrc Amerrcans have a rrch and vaned hrstory Although
T they came from different countries, early Asran immigrants, who -
establrshed communities in Hawaii and along the West Coast between the : .
o led 1800s and carly- 1900s, endured srmrlar experrences of drscrrmrnatron, o
exclusron and vislence. - T T - : e
L - The Chmese the first Asrans to settle i large numbers in Amerrca, o
; VLT N » 'arrrved in the mrd 1800s. Inrtrally workrng on plantatrons in Hawaii, these w
e R 1mmrgrants—almost all of whom were male—were soon attracted to the A
3 West Coast where they ined for gold and silver, undertook the most. .

| the rnanufacturrng, ﬁshrng, and agrrcultural mdustrres . Lo
Desprte their contrrbutrons to the ¢ économic development of the westem .
- ’.:states, Chmese rmmrgrants were the- targets of rampant racism. Throughout
. the Jate 1800's, the Chinese were harassed through laws. and victimized by,
S . racial vrolence Th1s perrod of drscrrmrnatron lynchrngs and Chrnatown
3 = : burnlngs culminated in  the 1882 Chinese Exclusron Act, which barred the )
I immigration of Chrnese laborers and marked the first time in Amerlcan o
- '_'A"hrstory that members ofa spec1f1c ethnrc group were denred entry to the
' Unrted States ' o : . :
]apanese Koreans,. nd Frlrpmos who 1rnm1grated in drstrnct waves’

o West, especrally in agrrculture But. they, too, _were the focus of racial -

,hostrllty and discrimination: N otable instances include the 1924 lmm1gra— -

- tion Act which banned further ]apanese and. Korean 1mm1grat10n, the'. o
A Tydrngs~McDufﬁe Act of 1934 that barred Filipino i 1mm1gratron, Supreme 3

R -"Court tulings that denred Asrans naturalrzatron rights; and the internment , T
of over 110, OOO ]apanese Amerrcans durrng World WarIL. . '
Despite this h1story of mistreatment, Asran Amerrcans have progressed

~within American socrety By natronal standards the aggregate accomplrsh~

b "ments of Asran Amerrcans are noteworthy Asran Amerrcans have the S

hrghest median famrly rncome, the highest percentage of college graduates, -
- and the hrghest percentage of workers in professronal and managerial ]obs

,A_Amerrcans asa model minority” that is somehow immune to the problerns
that plague the rest of the nation. Thrs stereotype masks srgnrflcant drffer~
- ences among Asran Pacrflc Amerlcans and obscures ma]or problems con- v

' frontmg members of these communrtres e
. The contemporary Asian Pacific Amerrcan populatron is tremendously
S : drverse Although the medran incomes. of Chrnese ]apanese Korean; -
B Frlrprno and Indian American households match or- surpass the natronal
: o - ~average those of Samoans, and Vretnamese Cambodian, and Laotran
R O _ refugees lag far behrnd Whrle many early Southeast Aslan reﬁrgees have

"f | 2 Stanley Karnow and N aney Yoshrhara Aswm Amencans mTransmon New York
eb. : '. The A51aSocrety, 1992 ‘ T L i B

k dangerous jobs in. burldrng the transcontlnental rarlroads and proneered in -

. followrng the Ch1nese also contrrbuted to the economlc developrnent of the: . k

These accornplrshments have contrrbuted to the popular image of Asian.



s '7 - R S '1 thr1ved later arrivals often struggle on Welfare. Some th1rd— and fourth—
‘ I generat1on As1an Americans res1de in suburbs and ﬁnd profess1onal employ—

ment, yet many recent immigrants live i in tenements and work as waiters or"
d1shwashers in urban Chinatowns. Ainong Asian refugees and poor immi- . -

" grant famlhes the necessity of havmg to work long hours and earn mult1ple

.|+ incomes has had its impact: explmtatlon in sweat shops that r1val turn~of

R | R the-century condmons, 1naccess1b1llty to afforclable and appropnate health

caré, arise in - -
domestlc v1olence
-and neglect of. the
elderly, andan
-increase’ of drug
abuse and crime -

j among’ adoles,—

cents.

.

- Some issues,
such as the struggle
of Natlve Haweu—

ians to‘preserve
their culture and -
- -tegain_land i

partlcular to

'spec1f1c ethn1c B
© groups or reg1ons; '
Other problems,

s tuch ai as rac1al

vrolence;, affect - .

Asian Pac‘:iﬁe i

Amencans across”
: ethnlc reg1onal

: ancl_class lines.

- In recent years;"

* Asian Andericans
havebeen targeted _

-as scapegoats ‘1n a

"natjon grown tense

. ., about trade :

: relat1ons w1th Japan ancl about relations among its own rac1al groups The

3 »V: N “trade 1mbalance with Japan, exacerbated by the ‘buy Amencan campa1gn, .

has had serious ram1f1cat1ons for As1an Ame1 1cans Perhaps the most dra~ o

matic example is the 1982 death of Vincent Ch1n, a Chlnese Amencan who

was beaten:to death by two unemployed Detroit auto wo1l<ers whor mlstook .

_ R ‘Chin for a Japanese nat1onal More recently, the. April 1992 Roclney K1ng -

B - |+ verdict sparked v1olence againist Asian-owned busmesses in Los Angeles Just '
A TR | weeks before the United States Civil R1ghts Comm1ss1on concluded that

SRR C R _“As1an Amencans face: w1despread pre]ud1ce, discriminatiorand denials of

' 0 N equal opportumty ln add1t1on, many As1an Amencans, part1cularl‘y those




e o throplc commurnty can address

- :-who are 1mm1grants are- depr1ved of equal access to publrc servrces, mcludf
ing police protection, educatron health care and the judicial system

: These realities challenge the wrdespread stereotype that Asran Pacrfrc

»Amerrcans are a monohthrc ‘model mmontyf that has overcome past L

o adversrty to assrmllate successfully into Amerlcan soc1ety Onthe ¢ contrary,

Asian Pacrflc Amerlca.n communities confront many 1ssues that the phrlan» o

»Contemporary Demographlcs S -
“Sinice the- relaxat1on of i 1mm1gratron Laws i in 1965 the number of fmmi- .

. A»-grants fiom Asian and Pacrfrc Island countrles to the Unrted States has

'~'.1ncreased dramatrcally The growth of the Asran Pacrﬁc Amerlcain populaf L
"tlon has been .

"‘1nd1cate More' -
than2.4 million
' ‘lmmigrants R

boosted the

‘ populatlon from o
3, 8 mrllron i

18.3% "116..5'%"‘1'23.5'%' Lo SN R 347.0% 1980 to apprOXl; S
150 B "‘mately 7. 3 ' i B
’v:mrllron in 1990 ‘

',a95 2 percent

59.3% . 60.8% ._ :
= mllsumumm i 1ncrease Thrs

_rate of growth far' L
"surpassed all - '
B other ethni¢
: groups and is
, ‘lrkely to contrnue. R
into the next -

A . "decade Durlng

the past decade, the ma]orrty of Asran 1mm1grants have arrrved from .

" Vletnam, the Phrhppmes, China (mcludmg Taiwan, Hong Kong, and b
: ~ Macau), and Korea The' ma]orrty of Pacrﬁc Islander 1mm1grants have come ;' o
“from Samoa, Tonga, and Guam ’ . A

- Recent As1an immigrants can be categorlzed mto two groups The frrst

 consists of. md1v1duals who 1mm1grated for reasons of famrly reun1f1catron 7
- from countries w1th large populat1ons already in the Umted States (Chma, -
S Korea and the: Phrlrppmes) Many of these: 1mm1grants were h1ghly educated ‘

'}’phenomenal as

: Figures [ and2 ‘

- and entered the country ‘under employment provrsrons of i 1mm1grat1on laws B
-, The second group consists largely of i rmmrgrants and 1efugees from Southeast

- ..Asra (Vretnam Lads, Cambodla) who arrrved in the Umted States follow—

I 'mg the Vretnam War.

In 1990 58 percent of A31an Pacrﬁc Amerrcans l1Ved in the western '

3 U S. Crvrl Rrghts Commrssron Crvrl nghts lssues Facmg Asran Amerrcans
Jin the 19905 "“Feb. 1992. -



Unrted States As F1gure 3

-‘_\mchcates the two- states wrth the
largest: Asran Pacrfrc Amerrcan

‘ populatrons are Callfornra and ,

- New York, but there are 51gn1ﬁf S

cant concentratrons in other parts P

of the ¢ountry. Several states

e --wrtnessed dramatic i 1ncreases in '
123.4%
” : the rate of populatron growth of

» Asrans While the absolute -
: number of As1an Amerrcans .
remains low in these states, Rhode
Island (Wrth an'increase of 245.6.
‘percent) New Hampshrre ( 219
percent); Georgla (208.6 per— =
cent) Wlsconsrn (195 percent)
and anesota (193,.5 percent) al_l:,.
“saw tremendous gerthlin:Asian B
Amencan resrdents largely from
Southeast A51a e
* Most Asran Amerrcans and

: Pac1f1c Islanders live in metropohf.

. tan areas. Because Asran and Pac1f1c Islander immigration dur1ng the past :
e A.decade represented 42 percent of all 1mrn1grat10n to the United States many, '
©cities haVe seen - ; o
amaked
B vinere.ase' 1n R
* - Asian and
Pacific Islander
, 'rpresence B
| Figure 4 Jists
i :'the'metr'opbli‘— :
~tan areas wrth
the’ largest " ‘
- _‘Asran Pacific o
. Arneri‘can ‘

s ‘populations. . Washington, D.C. ~




Phl anthropy s Rel atlonshlp'-"’
- with Asian Pacific L

1983- 1990

o Amerzcans

2556418549

2,834,844,663 -

4051610,

espite the tremendous growth of the Asran Pacrﬁc Amerrcan
populatlon over the past decade, phrlanthroptc grvmg to these * -

) : Commurlrtres remains dramatlcally low. AAPIP s analysis of data from the -
| Foundatron Center regardrng ph1lanthrop1c grvmg between 1983 and 1990’: .
.revealed the followmg key ﬁndmgs '; R _

|- e Asian Pacific Amerrcan oommunrtres receive an extremely small percent— A
o age of total foundatron giving (0.2 ] percent out of $19 blllron grven over
T seven years or an average of $5 mrllron per year )

. Foundatron grantmakmg to Asran Pacrﬁc Amerrcans has not grown :

e ) srgn1f1cantly aver the past decade and has not kept pace w1th demograph1c N

trends

"o The number of foundatrons provrdrng support to Asran Pacrﬁc Amerlcans =
N has not apprec1ably expanded and'is concentrated in frve foundatrons

Ce The vast ma]orrty of the fundrng is directed to socral services, with very B
|- little fundrng for legal r1ghts communrty development advocacy and publlc o
'_..polrcy analysrs ' : . ‘

Accordlng to data from the Foundat1on Center in’ New York approxr~ :

|- - mately $35 mrllron of the more than $19 billion i in, grants reported were

' 1dent1f1ed as Asian. Pacific Amerrcan grants—O 18 (or 0. A
-percent) of the total dollars (see Figure 5) In comparison, the

by more than 95 percent in the last decade and in1990
represented 2. 9 percent of the total populatrorL B o
- The ma]orlty of fundrng to Asian Pacific Amerrcan pl'O]eCtS B

'I—Ienry Luce. Foundatron, and The McKnrght Foundatron were"'._'
-the top flve fo ST PR
A majority of the Asran Pacrﬁc Amerrcan organrzatrOns
receiving grants fall in ‘three categ’orres social-service - ,
'organlzatrons (20 percent) health organrzat1ons (18 percent) o
and employment and economic development organizations -
3( 13 percent) . :

- These categorres were followed by publrc affarrs prograrns ‘
* such as civil rrghts legal defense and. public pol1cy (10 o
~percent) -and arts/culture (10 percent) (see Flgure 6) Consrd—’._.' .
ering the increase in racially- motlvated vrolence against .
Asians Americans, there were only a few ¢ grants to organiza- °

D trons concerned with antr—Asran vrolence discrimination and legal defense.’

In terms of the geographrc drstrlbutron of dollars organrzatrons in the . )

T4 It should be noted that the ma]orrty of funds gijven by the tOp frve foundatrons o
: was awarded for unrversrty research pro]ects - . O

Asian Pac1f1c Amerrcan populatron in the United States grew -

: was awatded by a few foundatrons The Ford Foundatlon The . v
- San Francrsco Foundatron The ]ames Irvrne Foundatron, The:




..West recerved the largest share -

of fundrng at’53  percent, followed
by organrzatrons in the Northf e
east at 26 percent. Frgure 7 -
_ 1nd1cates the five states that

: recewed most of the grants——85
percent of the total givingto ..

zations. By companson Figure 8

shows the top states from which
‘most of the-money to Asran

' communltres was granted

Foundatrons in these f1ve states .
gave 83 percent of the total

grants to Asian Pacific Amerl— ,

can organizations. . -
" In terms of the ethnic and . -

constituent drstnbutron of

7 Chrnese community recelved
' the largest share at 25 percent
) followed by rmxed Asian »
organrzatrons at 24 percent
- (those serving more. than one

Southeast Asian organrzatrons

(those servrng more than one Southeast Asian ethnrc group) at21 percent _
However, the total amount to &ll Southeast Asran projects, 1nclud1ng mixed -
: ' ‘Southeast Asian, Vretnamese, Cambodran, Laotran and” ,l

~ Hrnong, is $11 .6 million or 34 percent. Organrzatlons provrdrng
services to refugees totaled roughly $9 mrlllon or 26 percent; the

were given $2.5 million or 7 percent and’ women srrrularly

- yecéived $2.5 mrlllon or7 percent (see Figure 9): Grants to

- Asian Pacific Amerrcan women'’s organrzatrons represent a

modest 1rnprovement over natronal phrlanthroprc trends whrch
are currently at 4 5

1 percent.

. There were some
‘notable funding '
trends crossrng
’ ethnrcrty and jssue: ]apanese

r _Amerrcan organizations

v rece1ved the bulk of art and
culture grants; a majority of the _

- health grants were to ~ * j
‘organrzatrons serving the -

_ e Chrnese American communrty,

Asian Pacific Amencan organl— o

dollass, organrzanons serving the R

“ethnic community), ‘and mixed .

‘elderly received $4.6 rrulhon orl13 percent youth organrzatrons -




-Mixed Seutheast Asian -

' primarily for the'care of elderly. ‘Chinese 'Am'eri'ca’ns 'grants ‘to refugee ‘

organizations were prlmanly for- employment trarnrng and economic - -
development and grants to housing and communrty development prOJects :

- were marnly drrected to Chlnatown communltres

s ‘Methods and Analysrs 1

The data on foundatlon fundrng in thrs report was obtarned from the :
Foundatlon Center, which classifies ¢ every grant over $5,000 reported to the

' ,Center All major grantmaklng instjtutions are 1nc1uded in this analysis.’

- The definition of a grant | to “Asian Pacific Amerrcans
as used by the Foundation Center is broad. A erarit

: cla551f1ed as A51an Pacrflc American” does not necessanly ‘
mean that the grantee serves or is governed solely by
‘ Asran Pa01f1c Americans. A grant is classrfred as funding - _
for Asian Pac1f1c Amerlcans when it meets any one of

' {four criteria: '

© e Asian Pac1f1c Amencans make up a- substantral ma]orrty o
v of elther the members or chents of the agency or program s

o The agency or program aims to 1ncrease partrcrpatron
: by ot extend services to As1an Pacrfrc Amerrcans .

. The agency or program addresses an 1ssue or drscrplme ‘
as it affects Asran Pacrflc Amerrcans

.. The : agency or program addresses an issue or drscrp'hne s
whose 1mpact is prlmardy upon Asran Pac1f1c Amerlcans ,

For purposes of thrs report, grants to mamstream art. '
| museums grants to orgamzatlons overseas, and scholar-
shlps for: 1nternatrona1 study were removed since they drd
‘not relate: d1rect1y t0 Asian Pacrﬁc Amer1can communl— .

. ties. Sixteen percent of grants were thus removed: from .

further analysis. The. grants remaining are primarily to’

communltyfbased organrzatrons, both local or natronal that address the .
“needs of Asian Pacific American populations i in the United States. Church— o
* based, unlversrty—based and other research projects-are included: -

‘Each grant was also reclassified by primary subject ¢ category, (see Flgure 6)
and populatron group Served (see F1gure 9) : ' ‘

5.0t 1mportant to note that some changes have been made in- the Foundatlon
Centers'data collection and analysis system. In 1989, the: Center adopted the .

Natjonal Taxonomy of Exempt Entities (NTEE), which was developed by the

. ‘National Center for Charitable Statistics. The Centér adopted NTEE because it
. established for the first timie a umﬁed natronwrde standard for classrfymg nonproﬁt
-activities.

Another caveat to keep in mmd The years ‘under whlch grants are recorded are "

-, the years in which the grants were made, not the yearsthe grants were'teported to
. the Foundation Center through an annual report or press release. Consequently,
. data for grants awarded in 1990 is mcomplete whrch would account fot the
\apparent decline in grvmg -



s [ssue Studies

4 iven the drversrty of Asran Pacrfrc Amencan communltres an rn— S

depth drscussron of needs is ‘beyond the scope of this report To

‘ »provr e an 1nd1catron of the krnds of problems that confront. Asran Pac1f1c

Amerrcans AAPIP has selected four issues for bnef analysis: racrally»motr—

vared cnmes health care needs, labor condrtrons, and domiestic Vrolence
- These issues. ‘were selected either because they impact. Asran Pacific Amerr/ .
~ cans drsproportronately or because factors partrcular to Asian Pacific Amerk o

cans; such as culture or recent 1mm1gratron, affect an understandmg of the

) rssues and their srgnrﬁcance to these communrtres

.. Racullly Motwated Crzmes

*As the Asian Pacific Amencan populatron has 1ncreased 50 has Vrolence

1 ‘. Against these groups. In New York City alone, the nurnber of hate cnmes e
|+ classified by the Polrce Department’s Bias lncrdent lnvestrgatmg Unit grew »
o by 660 percent ﬁom 1985 to 1990, with anti- Asian 1nc1dents representing an =
. 1ncreasrng percentage of the total, These frgures, although alarmingly hlgh V v
“s k reﬂect a'serious undercount Police admrt that Asiary Pacific Amencans often '

do not réport crimes committed against them because of language problems, *

= feaf of reprrsals, and lack of famrlranty w1th or trust of thie criminal ]ustrce

~ system. Nationally, the. number of reported incidents has also jumped over - L
 the Jast decade In"1986, the United States Departrnent of Justice reported a

1 ; 62 percent 1nCrease in 1nc1dents of. antr—Asran vrolence from the prevrous :

year.S.

“Since the 1982 murder of Vrncent Chrn in Detrort racrally—motrvated

8 .Vrolence has become.a wrdespread and complex threat facrng Asian: Pacrfrc =
o Amerlcans \Whrle Asian Pacific Anmiericans recognrzed the racial hatred

behlnd the attack on Chm, the ]udrcral system did not, and 1mposed only

e probatron and a$3, 780 frne on the two men who krlled Chm ‘The legacy of _' :
- Vincent Chin, multrplred by hundreds of subsequent attacks all over the - '.

country, rndrcates no easy or 1mmment solutions to deeply rooted antr—Asran :

|+ biasin Amerrca and the drfﬁculty of prosecuting perpetrators of hate crimies.

(Drffrcultres include. questrons of admissable evrdence and the need for

 witnésses' who have heard explrcrtly racist statements )-

'A?: Underlymg Reasons for Hate Cmmes Agamst Asran Paczﬁc Amencans

Contemporary hate crimes against Asian Pacific Americans ¢ are based in

~ two riotiens deeply 1ngra1ned in the Arnerrcan psyche first, the. perceptron
~ that A51ans undercut wagés and take ]obs away from “Amerrcans and '

“second, that Asrans are forergners These ideas have béen mamfest o

" hrstorrcally Durrng the late 19th centuiy, a virulent anti-Chinese movernent :

was fueled by nativist fears that Chinese laborers took jobs away from whrte

- ‘iworkers Later, dunng \X/orld War 11, ]apanese Amerlcans were branded as”

- . 6.US. Commlssron on C rvrl Rrghts “Recent Actrvrtres Agarnst Crtrzens & Res1dents S k
- of Asran Descént.” Cleannghouse Pub Nunrbet 88 1986 :



o ‘lenemyaliens ( ie. forergn) on the bams of race alone and held in.
: concentratron camps.’ LT '
‘ These two factors—resentment of A51ans as economic competrtors and
_dlstrust of thern as perpetual foreigners—are again present in the contempo»
rary. resurgence of hostility towards Asian Pacific Americahs. The current
: phenomenon of “Japan-bashing” follows the tradition of blammg Asians. for o
" the natron s economic 1lls and encourages people to consrder Asran Pacrﬁc :
» Amerrcans as fore1gn , : o S
These ideas résist new economrc structural real1t1es of Amerrcan l1fe and

L 'A_the social challenges they pose. We no longer live ina monocultural soc1ety o

) ~,w1th an ever—expandlng economy. Dunng the past two. decades Asian
Pacific Amerrcan communities have grown in size and diversity. The
- mcreased visibility of A51an Pacrfrc Amer1cans—mult1plefgeneratlon
_ 'resrdents ‘as well as newly'arrrved 1mm1grants and refugees—has corncrded
: with an 1ncreasrngly competitive global economy. Major 1ndustr1es in the o
’. ’Unlted States that were slow to-anticipate the shift have abruptly la1d off
"thousands of.skilled workers and relocated plants to’ other countrles B
Unfortunately, the leg1t1mate frustration of American workers over the ,
~ economy has been m1sdirected at Asran Pacific Amerrcans by ofﬁcrals at’ the '
. highest levels of govetnment corporatrons, and the ‘media. Rather than .
‘ 'plnvest ih educatron skills, and’ global perspectives that Amerrcans will rieed
“in the 2st ‘century, these leaders have encouraged scapegoatmg and bellrg- '
5 erence W1th comments such as those of Senator: Ernest Hollmgs ina: recent
. v151t to an ammiunition factory Hollmgs told workers “You should adopt a
" new logo’ ofa mushroom cloud w1th a message, Made by lazy Amerrcans
?"tested in ]apan o IO : o o
Add to.this the popular myth that Asran Amencans are a. model mrnor»i L
that excels fn spite of dlscr1m1nat10n or that refugees receive generous .

o government assistance, and the resultis a dangerous mvrtatlon to attack -

‘ ) Asran Americans rather than address the’ serlous socral problems facmg thrs :
- country, such as poverty, unemployment racrsm and vrolence

(B {Slx Types of VlO ence. Against Aszan Paczflc Ameﬂcans
- Violence against As1an Pacrfrc Amerrcans can be lmked toa spec1f1c _
“region, target, and/or trme, such as the rash of ]apan—bashmg directed at -

o ]apanese Americans and other Asian Paclﬁc Americans on the West Coast .

“during the 50th anniversary of the bomblng of Pear] Harbor. More generally,f
' ..vhowever, antr—Asran and Pacrﬁc lslander Vrolence falls into six ma]or types S

- and locatlons

. The first are attacks on 1nd1v1duals, usually by multrple assarlants whose '
e pre]udlce is ev1dent in slurs such as “Ga back where you came from. You ‘
~don’t belong here!” The victim is typrcally an 1mm1grant Wlth limited
' English, but can be of any. Asian ethn1c1ty, class, or generation because of
the tendency not to. dlstrngmsh betwéen Asian and Pacific lsla,nder groups.
Bias assaults of this type often escalate from verbal threats to a dehumanizing -
level of brutalrty A well-known case'is the 1989 murder of ]nn Loo, a 24
‘ year—old Chmese Amerlcan ‘who was attacked and killed by two white’
brothers i in North Carolma asa reprrsal for Amer1can losses in V1etnam



A second type of violence befalls Asian Pacific American's' moving into -

o 'prevrouslv segregated nerghborhoods These families or groups of families
. may be targets of “move-in v1olence The vrolence -may take the form of
‘ 'repeated vandalrsm and. menacmg slurs, to pipe bombmgs and arson; to
":.h1ghly organrzed campargns to drive all Asran Pacrﬁc Americans-out of the -
area. Many other non'wh1te or non—Protestant people have encountered :
' srmrlar host1l1tv in'new nerghborhoods mdrcatmg the depth and pers1stence .
’ of housing segregation in our society. :

A surprrsmgly large number of Asran Pacrﬁc Americans have been

: ‘brutalrzed bv pol1ce officers, part1cularly in maj or metropolrtan areas The
~’~~Comm1ttee Agamst Antr—Asran Violence has documented ar least 19 cases -
of polrce brutality agamst Asian Amer1cans in New York City | betWeen 1987

and 1991. Police officers often bear. the same ignorance and contempt for

- Asian Pac1f1c Amerrcans as other members of society, but are less
_ 'acknowledged as a source of violence by government agencres

~ Asian- Pacific Amerrcan students: as a group are sub]ect to pervasive -

'harassment and violence on or near campuses. At Jeast six Asian Pacific
| American children and teenagers were murdered on school grounds between‘
1980 and 19901 in- the Uhited States. And an undetermmed number of ‘

others suffered serious beatrngs and sustamed hatassment.

- 'One of the’ most omrnous developments in the i increasing vrolence agarnst '

_ Asran Pacific Amerrcans has been the 1nvolvement of ¢ skmheads or other
- white supremacrsts as occurred i in the deaths of both Thong Hv Hunvh in
' "‘Dav1s, Calrfornra in 1983 and Hung Truong in Houston in 1990 Accordrng 1 '
o the Center for Democratrc Renewal a natronal orgamzatron that 1 moni--

“tors hate group actrvrty, such activity grew dramatrcallv duting the 1980s,
: and Asian Pacific Amerrcans represerit an increasing number of the targets

Fmally, conflrcts between Asian Amerrcan small busiriess owners sand

1 their customers, often African American or Latino, have contrrbuted to”
g what is now an explosive relat1onsh1p between communities of color in-

e many ma]or cities. Shootrngs on~both srdes, as well as h1ghlv visible boycotts e
;‘ and, most recently, the targetmg of Asian-owned stores durrng the Los. -
Angeles uprrsmg, have focused attention on the desperate condrtrons of new

1mmrgrants as well as exrstmg commun1t1es that are strugglmg for survrval

e Health Care Needs

Inadequate data hinders an examination of Asran Pacrﬁc Amerrcan

health status. Because Asiani. Pacific. Amencans comprise a relat1vely small
: percentage of the populatron, nat1onal and local health surveys ‘have not,

until recéntly, 1dent1f1ed Asran Pacific Americans separately, let alone by

E various ethnic subgroups. Even when national surveys 1nclude Asian Pac1f1c
- Amerrcans uneven geographrc drstr1butron of the populatron or samples
- that include onlv afew ethhic groups (usually Amerrcan born) make data -
~difficult to 1nterpret 7Since data regarding Asian Pacrﬁc Amerrcans health -
~ status has been vrrtually nonexistent, pubhc pol1cvmal<ers and foundatron L

Y ]ane S. Lin-Fu, M. D “Populatlon Characterlstrcs and Health Care Needs of
- "‘Asran Pacrfrc Amerrcans ” Publlc Health Reports 103.1 (]an Feb 1988) 22, =

< - ; - E a



" and health care professronals have largely 1gnored or mrsunderstood the t' o .
important needs of this populatron AR o
Exrstmg health data on Asian Pacific Amencans drscloses srgnrﬁcant
problems Conditions such as tuberculos,1s, hepatrtrs B; thalassemia.and
parasmsm that have been relatrvely rare natronw1de plague Asran Pacrfrc ‘
1mm1grants n srgnrﬁcant numbers ’

Tubercul031s \
Tuberculos1s is growrng among Asran Pacrﬁc Amerrcans ata rate five,
 times that of the populatron in general. Cambodla, Laos, Vretnam, the .
Ph1l1pp1nes, Korea, India and Chrna—the Asian countrres with- hrgh levels o
ofi 1mm1gratron—are also the countries Where TB rates are hrghest 8 Because
1mm1gratron from: these countries is lrkely to.continue ata significant rate, ‘
" the high-incidence of TBi is- lrkely toremain a. problem in Asran Pacrfrc o
Amencan 1mm1grant commun1t1es. ‘ -

He patms B , . :

Only 1 percent of the general populat1on is chronrcally 1nfected w1th _
hepat1t1s Bin. contrast to 4 to 15 percent among Asian Pacific Amencans
“Infection rates are h1ghest among refugees from Carnbodia, Laos and .
Vretnam, followed by. 1mm1grants from Chma, Hong. Kong, Talwan Korea
the Phrhpprnes, and ]apan 9 Infected individuals are-300 times more likely .-

. thian, noninfected persons to. develop liver cancer and more l1kely to develop -
crrrh031s and hepatoma Nrnety percent of infants 1nfected permatally wrll
become chron1c carriers. ' S ' B

Thalassemla . . L T
Thalassem1a, a. congenrtal hlood d1sorder srmllar to. srckle cell anemia, "_‘ ’

drsproporuonately affects Asian Pacrﬁc Ameri icans. Approxrmately 30T

_ petcent of Chinese Amencans and up to 36 percent of Southeast Asian -

1mm1grants carty the genetic trait in asymptomatic forms. By comparison, -

~the 31ckle cell trart is catried in approx1mately 8.to 10 percent of Afncan

_Americaris. Although a genetic disorder that can affect Amencanfbom
As1ans thalassem1a is most pronounced among immigrants.

Parasmsm - : . , ,
Up to 50 percent of As1an 1mm1grants and refugees corntmue to carry J some. g
type of para31te long after they have arnved in the United States. Most often .
these are intestinal infestations. The most serious 1nfectlons cause
cons1derahle d1scomfort and may pose pubhc health risks.

8. See'the testlmony of Stewart Coulter, cof‘nmunlcable d1sease specralrst, State -
© of California Department of Health Setvices, TB Coritrol and Refugee Health

Program, in California Asian Health Issues in-the- 1990s. Franscripts of apublic

_hearing, April 20, 1990, conducted by the Califorria Commission., for Economic ™

:Development, Asian Pacific Islander Health Coaliticn.

*9: L. Easterlin. “Health of Asian Irnmrgrants Heparitis B a Ma] ot Concern

. Urban Medicirie 3.1 (1988).10-12. -

" 10 Steve Chin. “Asian Health: A: Specral Prescnptron San Franczsco Examiner 7
July 1991 See also Lm»l:u, p- 22. . e i



1L receive.

' ,?‘-:Access to Health Care o

" Like other 1mm1grants who take low—wage ]obs, low—rncome Asran and

“'Pacn‘lc Islander immigrants encounter drffrculty in obtammg affordable
o health care. Many recent immigrants work in servrCe 1ndustr1es and recerve v
- llttle or no rnedlcal insurance. Securing affordable health cate for Asran and R
.- Pacific Islander 1mm1grants is further complrcated by language and Cultural
~ ‘barriers. - ' : ' ’

Dealrng with cultural as Well as lrngurstrc barrrers can be parnful and B
sometrmes life threatenmg Knowledge practices and attrtudes about health L

care vary. widely among Asran Pacrfrc Americans. Factors such as socioeco-
' nomic status, educatronal level country of brrth and English-language ability-
- ,contrrbute to the differential health treatment that Asran Pacrfrc Amencans -

R

Although cettain health problems are more prevalent among the Asran
and Pacific lslander immigrant populatrorr other health issues affect immi--

' : grants as well‘as Amerrcan»bom Asians and Pacific lslanders We hrghlrght o
- threein. thrs report mental health cancer, and AIDS

. ,Mz’,ntal Health o _> : . o

Mental health concerns cross ethnrc, class, and generatronal lrnes wlthrn

- Asran Pacrfrc American communrtres Statistics regarding the mental health :

status of Asian Pacrfrc Amerrcans are startlrng Elderly Chlnese and Japanese .

_ Amerrcan women have the highest surcrde rate of all facial and ethnic
. groups, 1ncludrng European Amerrcans A 1987 study of 2,800 Southeast
1 Asians conducted by the Calrfornra State Department of Mental Health . .

revealed that 95 percent of them needed psychologrcal help, compared wrth E

33 percent of the populatlon in general Recent federal studies reveal as
‘miuch as a 300 percent 1ncrease in the su1c1de rate among Asran Amerrcan

} 'chrldren i

For 1rnm1grants especrally the elderly, acculturatron is somet1mes an

o extremely difficult process and can result in soc1al 1solatron and depressron o
~ For refugees, acculturation is complrcated by the traumas of war, forced _

- »separatron from: famrly, resettlement and the lack of opportunrtres to grreve -
" for losses in the home country T a '

Wrth Both 1rnm1grants and Amerrcan born: populatrons, there is often a‘:

. "'_ strgma associated with mental health issues and drscomfort in drscussrng

10 'emotronal problems Thus, _the high suicide rate among elderly Chinese. and '
E ]apanese American women has’ been attrrbuted to anxiety, depression : and
v-the “drsplaced homemaker syndrome that mrght have been resolved if thiese
- - women could have sought culturally approprrate therapy for the1r emotlonal o
'drstress : ‘

" High su1c1de rates among Asran Pacrfrc Amerrcan chrldren have been

' attrrbuted to pervasive racism, pressures to. lrve up to stereotypes and expec~ :
A tatlons of high academic achrevement and for 1mm1grant chrldren, accul-
S turatron One report found that chrldren of | 1mm1grants are at hrgh risk for

1L.SeeChin.™ - L
- 12.SeeChin. 1. LT



’ '-developrng mental health problems, as they must relate to two cultures often S

Cat odds oneat home and one in the broader socrety

- Cancér

o As w1th the populatron in general cancer is-a major health problem
amorng Asran Pacific Amerrcans but for certain Asian and Pacific Iskander E
- ethnic groups the problem is more. pronounced One studv rndrcated that

e Natrve Hawauans have’ higher cancer rates (in all srtes) than European

: Amerrcans Chrnese and Filipine. Amencans have a. hrgher rate of esophagus '
cancer than European Americans, while the lung cancer rate is hrgher
among Chinese Ameérican women and Southeast Asran men than their - '

B European American counterparts Cancer of the" cervrx is higher among

- Chinese.and Southeast Asian Amerrcan women than for European

o Amerrcan women 14

- These high rates are compllcated bv a relatrve lack of knowledge about

- cancer preventron and early detectron among A51an Pacrfrc Amerrcans,

- 'especrally 1mm1grants A Calrfornra studv of 167 Chmese Amerrcan women i
revealed that 68 percent had no knowledge of the purpose of a pap smear
_and 69 percent reported no understandmg of mammograms Even though o
.Asran Pac1f1c Amerrcan women are the most lrkely to have health: i msurance =

among women of color in: this country, accordrng toa1991 reproductrve

: health poll they are the least lrkely to have an'anmual phvsrcal (59. percent N g

1 compared to an overall 82 percfent) the least likely to have ever had apap

smear (71 percent compared to an overall 90 percent) and the least lrkely
-along with Natrve Ameriean women. to have ever had a- mammogram (40
~.percent compared to an overall 52 percent) ‘ '

The case of Mrs Muén (a fictitious name) 1llustrates some of the complk

' 3 cations iry treatrng Asian Pacific Amerrcans for. cancer. Mrs Muen recerved

a positive test for colo-rectal cancer and a follow—up fest revealed asmall

(R fsusprcrous mass in her large 1ntest1ne Her physrcran at an Asian Pacrfrc

American health clinic recommended a colonoscopv to" bropsy the mass.-
. She refused complalnmg of language difficulties during the 1n1t1al tests; she
'> - also crted cost, the lack of health-insurance and her 1nelrg1brlrtv for .
' MedrCare 16 Language and’ financial factors such as those cited by Mrs
- Muen, as well as cultural factors may contribute {6 the relatrvelv late o
: ;dragnosrs of cancer among Asran Pacrfrc Amerrcans '

'-'.AlDS , IR LR
: Asof ]une 1992 there were l 426 reported AIDS cases among Asran
' Pacific Americans. 7 Whrle the absolute number of AIDS cases. among
: As1an Pacrfrc Amerrcans is low relatrve to other rac1al groups, thei increase

C13. Asran Amencan Health Eorum, “Fact Sheet Mental Health Among Asrans
& Pacific Islandérs.” -~ - .
- 14.. Asian Amerrcan Health- Eorurn “Eact Sheet Cancer Among Asjans &

* Pacific Islanders.” S
15, Commlunications Consortrum and Natronal Councrl of Negro Women i

e Women of Color Reproductive Health Poll:” New: York, 1991.

16, See testimony of Arthur Chen, M.D. California Asian Health Tssues m)the 19905
VA  HIV/AIDS Survei lance U S Department of Health and Human Servrces,
o ]uv1992 R . v ’
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in reported cases is dramatrc—over 150 percent between 1989 and 1991

’ one of the hlghest rates for any racial or ethnic group:. 18 Reportmg of AIDS

" cases among Asian Pacific Amerrcans may be conservative, as many . Asran L

and Pacrfrc Islander 1mm1grants may return’to a home countrv for treatment
and care once diagnosed. -

- The high rate of i increase in HIV mfect1on and AIDS cases can be

“attributed to a lack of knowledge about AIDS among Asiari Pac1f1c Ameri-
- cans. A recent San: Francisco survey among Chinese, Japanese, and Frllpmo o
: "Ameucans revealed thiat. members of these communities were serlouslv

"mlsmformed about AIDS Almost 75 percent of the Chmese Amerrcans o
questroned Were uncertam whether AIDS can be Contracted through
’klssmg, mosqulto brtes or drmkmg from a glass used by a person, 1nfected
'wrth HIV. L ‘ »
Mrsmformatron or 1gnorance about AIDS is compoundecl in Asian Pac1f1c. '
: Amerrcan comrnumtres by cultural taboos that prevent ¢ discussion of séxual-

s l ity. Reluctance to dlscuss sexual matters remforced by a fear of rejection bv
e jfamrly and frrends keep many . Asian Pacrﬁc Amerrcans infected wrth HIV
: srlerrt about their’ condrtlon untll they become crrtrcallv ill.

i . Labor Condmons

~ The econemic status of Asran Pac1f1c Amerlcans is as dlsparate as the

“ }commurutres themselves. Many Asran Pacific Amencan profess1onals :

complarn ofa’ “glass cerlrng through whrch thev cannot _penetrate’ into -
upper. level manageiment = -
positions. Others, especrally ‘
f'recent 1mm1grants work at subf'
‘ : minimum wage levels. Wh1le

S 2 ‘the medran fatnily income of
-~ Unemploy- - Poverty .Aslan Pac1f1c _Amerlcarrs in
ment Rate .»-Rate : ST ' ‘

1989 was $35,900; higher than

Asian Pacific Americans

B0 18 35 .. 1%

that of non—Hlspanrc whrtes

- Non-Hispanic Whites -

w00 17 42 g%

the 1 poverty rate for. Asran
Pacific Anmericans rose to 14
- percent, nearly twice that of

- non~l—l1span1c whites (see Figure: lO) YA ];990 study revealed that 18 -
~ percent. of Asian Pacrﬁc American families have three or ‘more workers,

- while only 14 percent of non-Hispanic white famrlres hiad that number of

workers i in the family.? Therefore, high miedian fam1lv 1ncome for Asran

 Pacific Americans masks the fact that multlple wage earners per household

is greater than the national average R . o
“During the- 19805, structural shrfts in the economy occurred slmulta— :

neouslv with a large influx of new- Asian and Pacrﬁc lslander 1mm1grants

Manufacturlng ]obs declined while ‘white collar” service jobs requiring

: specrallzed skills and educatron grew Although some new As1an and Pacrﬁc

18 Asran Amerrcan Health Forum, “Fact Sheet HIV/AIDS Among Asrans and Pacrﬁc 7
Islanders.”

19.U.S. Bureau of Labor Statrstlcs U, S Bureau of the Census Populatron Reference o

. Bureau data for years 1989 (columns 1,2, and 4) ancl 1990 (eolumn 3)
-20. See O Hare and Felt. . .



, Islander 1mm1grants arrived-in the Unrted States wrth talents that f1t 1nto _
the changrng American economy, many others came and continue to come
with few, if any, marketable skills. Consequently, these immigrants must

o often take ]obs within their own etbnrc communrtres and are often sub] ect
Cto explortatron and abuse

: _Workmg Condttlons for Low Skllled Asran lmmtgrants

- The country’s recession has.seriously affected the workrng condrtlons of
, Asran Pacific American workers With the avallabrlrty of 1ndustr1al and
_ unskilled jobs i in the Unlted States shr1nk1ng drastically, non—Enghsh
- speaklng immigrants are often forced to work. in explortatrve underground
__economies that have mushroomed in Asian American ¢ communities

* throughout the’ country. To an unprecedented degree, ]obs in New York s

Chinatown, for example, are scarce; wages are low work hours are long, and

o wrth increasing frequency, workers are not gettlng pard When ]ob openrngs

- are’announced at a construction site, hundreds of applrcants show up wrthm .
“ afew hours. Wages in the restaurant and garment industries have
- experlenced a'20 to 30 percent. drop in the last year. A few years ago,

,

© - garment workers would cornmonly work about erght to nrne hours a day To L

& ’make up for low wages, they now often work 12to 14 hours

In the restaurants of New York’s Chrnatown most waiters and wa1tresses -
work 12 hours a ‘day, six days.a week and recerve only several hundred
dollars a month dependlng on tips to survive. They are not- -covered, by
health | 1nsurance ‘have no paid holrdays and work under unsafe conditions,’ ‘
£y Marnstream unlons s have not responded to the condrtrons Chinese restau- .
" rant workers face and clarm that these workers are d1ff1cult toorganize

I because the restaurants afe scattered and the workers so alien. Asa result,
I only 10 of 1 400 Chmese restaurants in New York City are ‘unionized, and . -

half of those have been organrzed by Chlnese workers themselves through Lk
: lndePendent unions.” - e . ,

| The Garment lndustry A Case Study v
. the Chrnese wa1ters have been frustrated in therr attempts to form or-
o 'work with unlons, therr counterparts in the garment rndustry, although
. organrzed encounter egregious workrng conditions. The garment 1ndustry,
the- economic backbone of Chrnatown, is labor—mtensrve [t relies on'a large,
: low—cost work force. Recently arrived women from China, the Phrlrpplnes,
- 'Southeast As1a, Korea, Tarwan and Hong Kong constrtute a large’ part of the
- labor pool Erghty -one pércerit of the workforce is women, the hrghest
" percentage of women in any manufacturrng 1ndustry # Using a system of _
- small subcontractors with the accompanyrng cornpetrtron and low profit -
© margin, clothrng manufacturers auction off sew1ng contracts to ' the lowest
' blddrng 1ndependent conttactors (usually garment factory owners) To
o insure a profit, contractors often vrolate labot laws by paying at rates below
minimum wage, wrthholdlng benefrts and operatrng unsafe and crowded
‘ sweatshops . ‘ ’
. 21. Statrstrcs provrded by Chmese Staff and Workers Assocratlon (New York)

22.U.S. Department of Commercé; Bureau of Industrral Economics. U.S.-
" Industrial Outlook 1981 Ch 35, “Apparel” ]an 1981, GPO pALL



Most seamstresses are pard by prece rate (each p1ece ofa garment con- e
© structed is valued ata certain arnOunt) Under chis system garment: workers '
“may work well over 40 hours a week yet only earn from $3,000 to $6,000
. »annually, despite federal regulatrons guaranteemg minimum wage B When
= piece rates drop below union minimumas or minimum wage; it is’ not uncorn—'

"t mon for workers to attempt.to recover lost wages by workmg longer hours.

The condltrons under which these women work rival those of l9th
* century sweatshops and often result-in long'terrn health problems whrch
- <canbe compounded by lack of health insurance. Repetrtrve sewing moye—
" ments often result in rnuscular~skeletal condrtrons such as carpel tunnel
c syndrome or shoulder and back problems Exposure to insafe levels of
arrborne coritaminants, sch ; as cotton and synthetrc dust from formaldea
KT hyde, is exacerbated by poor yentrlatlon Thrs frequently leads to lung '

R arlments

. Chrld labor a clear vrolatlon of federal labor laws, is- becormng an’ 1ncreas— S
“ingly common occurrence 1n thie’ ‘gdrment mdustry Not only, does chlld

" labor increase the amount of precework a'woman can complete} it also

E A’solyes the problern of chrld care whrle both parents work Employers benefrt i -

as children supply éven cheaper Tabor, keeping éveryone’s wages low;. and -

* unions are hesitant to enforce chrld labor prohlbltrons because workers fear ", B
o that if therr chlldren were not at the workplace, they rmght fall 1nto gang o

“ activity.

Another common vrolatron in: the garment 1ndustry is nonpayment of

| wages. Factory owners, citing, 'Ehe recession and the flight of garment produc—‘

. tion overseas, often withhold wages. Nonpayment is frequently coupled wrth_ o

Cea farlure to maintain ‘true payroll records of workers hours Ttis not unusual =

' for workers to be owed thousands of dollars in back wages
i Such sevére explortatron is possrble because new 1mm1grants are easrly
- ,1nt1m1dated Unaware of labor laWS workers often fail-to realrze that they are

~being abused or: that regulatrons are bemg broken Since they Tack marketf :

*able skills; they are dependent on these ]obs whrch 1ron1cally leave little or.
- ‘o time to fearn Englrsh and other skills, In addition, if workers complarn o
- about condmons they.are often blacklrsted A New York: Chrnatown
: worker who took her employer to arbrtratron found that her ernployer had
K 'publrshed her prcture ina communlty newspaper warnmg people not to hrre ‘
S Her# : : : t :

These condrtrons also result from lax enforcement of labor laws Federal

1o <agenc1es inspect few sewing factorres and restaurants. For example frorn

1984 to 1988 only 2 percent’ of the approxrmately 17, OOO apparel and

E restaurant establrshrnents in New York City were 1nspected by either the -
. Department of Labor s Wage and Hour Drvrsron or the Occupatronal Safety
and Health Admrnrstratron R o

i condrtlons for legal resrdents are poor they are even worse for und0cu— ‘_ .
'mented workers The lmmrgratron Reform and Control Act (IRCA) of

23. Statrstrcs provrded by Asian Law Caucus:. i i L
24. Gwen: Krnkead “A Reporter at Large Chmatownl The New Yorker ]une .

©10; 199F. :

o 25.U8. General Accountrng Offrce Sweatshops in New York Crty A Local

- Example of a Natronwrde Problem » 1989 oo



“second story window and was hosprtalrzed

o 1986 offered naturalrzat1on r1ghts to thousands of undocumented workers, o
- _but one of its main provisions was the institution of monetary and cr1m1nal »
- penalties on employers who hire undocumented ‘workers. Employers must |

now require proof of work authorrzatron Workers hired prior to the passage:: .
-of IRCA are- grandfathered” and do not have to provrde documentatlon of
, work authonty IRCA basically ; institutionalized the d1senfranchrsement of
an already powerless undocumented community. “Grandfathered employ~, L
' ees may not benefrt either, as they are often trapped in: explortatrve ]obs
' 'because they cannot work elsewhere w1thout havmg to- prov1de proper o
; documentatron ' E

1 . Domesttc Vtolence

" Each year, ‘countless numbers of A51an Paclfrc Amencan women 4re.

,beaten ‘threatened and attacked with weapons. They are - denied food and - -
. money, ‘raped, Verbally abused and murdered by their husbands boyfrrends o
‘and other famlly members. The vast majority of these cases are not reported,
leavrng victims trapped in physrcally and psychologl,cally abusive relat1on~
_ ‘sh1ps The ‘silent crisis’ of battered Asian Pacrﬁc Amerrcan women goes
' largely unrecogmzed Whrle statistics on- the ‘number of abused Asran Pacrﬁc
. American women are not easily avatlable ‘social workers say: the problem is*
~ at least 4s. common as 1n the general populatron (some: estrmate the rate of .
' 1nc1dents to be as hrgh as one out of every three households) The stresses of N
- immigrant l1fe cultural “taboos,” language barrrers arid legal restrictions -
- make As1an Pacrﬁc Amencan women especrally Vulnerable to domestrc K
- »vrolence ' o : L

* The case hrstorres of abused As1an Pac1f1c Amencan wqmen 1llustrate the o

- ) '1ntersect1on of: culture, legal barrrers racrsm and sexrsm Mrs Chin (a
fﬁctrt1ous name) 1mm1grated from Hong Kong asa conditional resrdent ‘
~- meaning that her legal status was dependent on her husband 2% Upon her o
: ,_arrtval in New York Mrs. Chin’s husband and 1n laws locked her in a room _
~and deprived her of food, often for days ata trme ‘Like: niany abused women, :
_ ‘:_Mrs Chin hoped that her situation. would improve and remamed wrth her -
A ‘husband and ‘his fam1ly After several months of deprrvat1on and 1solat10n '
however she decided to leave In her attempt to escape ,she fell out of a

Upon her recovery, Mrs. Chin left her husband bt was forced to become -
1llegal” because of her cond1tronal resrdency status. Although shewas .

' counseled to file fot 2 an 1mrmgratron ‘waiver, she refused fearing deportat1on o
. 'Mrs Chm s fear hrghlrghts a drlemma many battered 1mm1grant women
e corrfront dependency on-an abusrve husband for legal 1esrdency Current.
: .1mm1grat10n law allows for battered i 1mm1grant women to leave their..
'.husbands and still retain legal status'in this country. The law, however
S requires s battered women to document therr abuisé with’ affidavits from

poltce, ]udges, medrcal personnel school officials and socral workers If an

"‘abused immigrant woman claims extrerne mental cruelty, she must’ supply
- immigration officials wrth an evaluatron from a lrcensed clrnrcal soc1al
worker psycholog1st or psychratrrst ' ' s

= 26 Thrs case hlstory provrded by the New York Asran Women s Center



. ability among many Asran immigrant women.

- Advocates for battered Asian Pacific immigrant WOmen argue thatitis -

' unrealrstrc to expect recent ‘Asian and Pacific Islander immigrants, many of -
~ whom may not utilize publrc services and are hesitant to acknowledge

publrcly their abuse to produce such evidence: Fear of deportation is
compounded by lmmrgratron Naturalization Servrce work authorrzatron ’

- Taws, wh1ch make it. difficult for battered 1mmrgrant wofnen to. obtarn work

legally if they leave an abusive Thusband. D1ffroulty in frndmg employment is.

“further exacerbated by the lack of marketable skills and l1m1ted Engllsh

7

In the course of leaving her abusive situation, Mrs Chrn suffered from ‘

_extréme depressron rooted in her ¢ shame over 4 failed marriage. She could - '
- not brmg herself to return to her- fam1ly in Hong Kong. Mrs. Chin’ s reactron -
1 réflects'a pervasive belief among many Asians and Pacific lslanders, espe-

cially recent immigrants, that the.actions of one family fnember affectall

1  family rnembers, in Mrs. Chin’s case, an acknowledgement of abuse would
reﬂect badly on her entrre family. '

These standards cross ethnic lines. -Among South A51ans for example the' |

 stigma of dryorce is so great that many women endure abuse, not only from -
'~ spouses bt from 1nflaws as welL Ifa South Asign. woman drvorces, it could .
~ jeopardize the marriage prospects of her unmarried srsters Typrcal of many
" - casesis the story of a Bengalr woman, who srlently put up w1th verbal and -
: 'physrcal abuse for 30 years ‘She was recently hosprtalrzed with a'severe head -
* injury which she sustamed when her husband tried to. k1ll her with a club
" When she finally left her husband her family blamed her for the break—up
and severed all ties w1th her.8 Family and communrty standards and expec— »
- tations thus conspire to keep Asran and Pac1frc lslander 1mmrgrant women L
. srlent about their abuse.

The experrence of Mrs Woo (a f1ct1t10us name) rllu3trates other cultur—

» "ally—specrflc problems of battered Asran Pacific American w women LA
- condrtronal resident who 1mm1grated from China, Mrs. Woo was scalped by .
~her husband wrth a meat cleaver. \X/hen the palice arrryed her husband was
- able to convince them that she was mentally disturbed: and had self- inflicted -~
“her wound. Mrs. Woo, a non—Engllsh speaker was unable to defend herself
, agamst these false clarms Although she was later encouraged to- press
" charges agarnst her husband, Mrs. Woo initially refused todoso. because she '
,belreved her husband was fiot at fault and: that he could be ¢ cured ?
Mrs Woo's experrence with the police and her reluctance to press charges o
© mirror that of many other battered Asian women. Negatrve associations

"wrth law enforcement officials in the1r natrve countries, as well as in thrs

country, cause many recent 1mm1grants to consider the palice and the -

" criminal ]ustrce system as adversarres rather than protectors. Indeed, abused

Asran women often do not call the police during violent eprsodes

Perhaps no case reveals the problems ¢confronting battered Asiati Pacrfrc

. American women in the crrmmal justice system than that of Dong Lu k
Chen, who beat his W1fe to death w1th a claw hammer after she allegedly

217. See Deanna L ]ang “Asran lmmrgrant Battered Women and United States
; Immrgratron Polrcy Asian American Policy Rewew (Sprmg 1991) 33- 42
28 This case history provided by Sakhi.
29, Thrs case l‘nstory provrcled by the New York Asran Women s Center .



o 'Wadmrtted to havmg an affair. Chen, ina' cultural defense, successfully
claimed that he had been drrven to vrolence by trad1tronal Chmese values
- ‘about adultery and was sentenced to five years’ probatron ' L
Battered Asian women are often reluctant to press charges or leave an

g abuswe sitvation for fear of upsetting the patrrarchal status; quo characterrstrc o

of many A51an families. Because of a strong cultural belief in the dominance
~of the male in the household many Asran 1mm1grants do not perceive
: battenng as-a problem and ar¢ often unaware that it is illegal. Many abused o
- Asian American women assume respons1b1hty for the v1olence and feel that
“they somehow deserved the abuse ' ‘ :
_ The rigors of 1mm1grant life place an added stress on tradrtronal farmly
‘ ‘structures Frequently in Asian and Pacific Islander immigrant famlhes,
wife is able to find employment more easily than her husband or typrcally, =
_both husband and wife are workrng long hours for sirhilar wages The .
. husband may feel that his power has been eroded with the loss in status as.
- the: pnrnary fam1ly breadwrnner New roles and’ freedoms conflrct with -

tradrtronal expectatrons and often sparl( vrolent episodes..

Because of psychologrcal cultural lmgulst1c, and f1nanc1al dllemmas that

17 confront battered Asian Pacrfrc Amerrcan women, itisa consrderable act of-

" courage for an abused woman. to leave her abuser This act, however is not

" generally a long—term resolutron to a woman’s problems A recent 1mm1grant '

may not be aware of shelters, or avallable shelters may not have staff with ..
'_language skills and cultural competence to meet the woman’s needs She f-

© may also have to negotrate amralien world wrthout language or job skills. All "

“of these problerns and conflicts often contrlbute to'a battered Asuan Pac1f1c
Amerrcan woman returnmg to a v1olent relatronshrp



« Conclusions-and = -
Recommendations -

- Sian Pacrfrc Amerrcans have beenin the Unrted States for 150 -
 years. Their numbers and ethnic drversrty have swelled iri the last

decade makrng Asian Pacific Amerrcans the fastest growmg segiment of the

population. Th1s high rate of growth expected to continue into the 1990s

+~and Z1st centuty, corncrdes with an. 1ncreasmgly competrtrve economy in -
»"wh1ch the numbers of jobs and the value of real wages have dramatrcally

declmed In thrs drffrcult envrronment Asran Pacrﬁc Amerrcans _the vast

majority of whom are 1mm1grants, are experrencrng 1ncreased drscrlmrna— .

“tion, explortat1on poverty and Vrolence However, the ¢ ‘model mrnorrty
.stereotype minimizes this realrty, and phrlanthroprc organrzatlons have
o neglected Asian Pacific American communrtres B Ca

Over the last 20 years, a range. of organrzatrons have developed programs

to respond to many of the critical i issues facihg Asran Pac1f1c Amerrcans
* They dare communlty—based organrzatrons—local regronal and more
recently, national in scope. Collectrvely, therr efforts present a wide menu of .
L ‘fundmg opportunrtres to support direct service, communrtv organrzrng, o
"advocacy, research and educatron and technrcal assistance. Given the

»enormous language and cultural drversrty of Asran Pacrﬁc Amerrcan com-

- munities in the United: States it is essentral that organrzers have the
| resources to réach specrfrc communrtres w1th approprrate services and

educatron . , :
~ This report has sought to hrghlrght some: cr1t1cal needs in Asran Pacrﬁc

4T Amerrcan communrtres and point out some of the gaps in fundmg to these
B communrtres We conclucle with recommendatrons for foundatron and

corporate grantmakmg to Asran Pacrfrc Amertcan communrtres

e Recogmze the. needs of Asran Pacrfw Amerrcan commumtres o
E :‘and direct more. resources to orgamzatlons that empower

commumtres

Currentlv, only 0. z percent of total foundatron grvmg is d1rected to Asran :
[ _Pacrfrc Amerrcan organrzatrons Although a few foundatrons have been '

responswe to Asran Pacrfrc Amerrcan communrtles, many others have T

“ignored or excluded” them from therr funding- crrtena Fundmg criteria.
t_‘should recognrze those commurnty organrzatrons that empower mdrvrduals

wrthm their communrtres e

. Fund language approprrate and culturally approprrate . -v

_ programs. T N

* Language dnd cultural barrrers prevent many low—mcome Asran and Pacrﬂc ’
- lslander immigrants from seeking needed assrstance Programs must be -

' approprrate for spec1f1c etlmrc and cultural groups wrthm Asran Pacrfrc
i ‘Amerrcan communities. ' '



. Fund problem 1denttf1catron and documentatwn efforts.» .
Communlty based programs have begun to provrde their own documentaf

: tron on the status of Asian Pac1f1c Americans. These efforts need to con- -
' trnue, as. they wrll demonstrate the needs of various cornrnunmes o

‘5:0 Promde techmcal assrstance to. Aszan Pacrfrc Amerlcan »
A’"Acommumty orgamzanons. SR i DR ot
1 ;, -Grantmakers should recognize that many commumty orgaruzanons servmg »
-’ ‘A51an Paclﬁc Arnerrcans could beneﬁt from non~monetary suppOrt such as -

techntcal ass1stance or 1nclu51on in research efforts

. Inerease representatwn of Aswn PalelC Amerrcans on.
|- boards of trustees:and staffs of phtlanthropw orgamzatmns -
' As of 1991 Asian Pacrﬁc Amerrcans represented less than one percent of
- the trustees for 25 top prlvate, communrty, and corporate foundatlons Asran
o Pacrfrc Amerrcan presence is necessary on. boards and staffs to facrhtate '

attentlon to commumty needs
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| Southfield; MI 48075
:{i'Contact Natljenks R A
‘,(313) 557 2772 e

Break the Sllence

S :"-‘ B Antl'ASLan VlOlence IR
: "’*Arner:lcan szeﬁs for ]uétrce '

S ,-_;_.15777WestTenM11eRoad

' Suite 108

o Asran Amerlcan Resource
e Workshop :

1 340ak Street '

‘| Boston, MA 02111 ,

.|~ Contact: Mrchael L1u "
gk ",.(617) 426 5313

' : A51an Amerrcans Umted
o | _38@1 Arch Street - Sl o
RO Phrladelphla PA 19107
SRR Contact: John' Fong E
o 'I"_(215)925 1538

- 2319 Grant Street, #7 ‘

| Berkeley, CA 94703
- | Contact; Mike Wong
. 5,_(510)568 L

> v."b..‘"”f 'Chrnese for Afflrmatlve ACthl’l.‘ o
| 17 Walter Luin Place - . '

San Franc1sco CA 94108 |

. ‘Contact: Henry Der i

"“?(415) 274 6750

’Vlolence R

S '191 East. 3rd Street

" New York, NY 100091
' "Contact Monona Y1n

he foHowrng resource hst of As1an Pacific Amencan :
, orgamzatlons is subdrvrded by the four issue areas covered in thlS -
" report: Rac1a11y~Mot1vated Cnmes Health Care Needs Labor Condltrons,

. . and Dornestrc Vrolence This resource list, far frorn berng complete, is L
R provrded for mformatronal and referral purposes

e Antl Asmn Vrolence
’ ~Natlona1

v Chmese Amerlcan Clt1zens
Alliance -
co 1044 Stockton Street

;_'vSan Francrsco, CA 94108 o
. Contact: Yvonne Lee RO E

,_}(415) 982- 4618

o '.]apanese Amerlcan Cltlzens T
- League™ Te T

1765 Sutter Street

. ',-,.rSanFranmsco CA 94115
L "':Contact Dennis Hayashr —
o (415 921~5225

e Natlonal Network Agamst SR
‘Anti-Asian Vlolence S L
o ¢foJACL T
1765 Sutter Stréet” .
" San Francisco, CA. 94115 »
'Contact Dennis Hayashi -« .
R ,'(4’_15)-921;522-5 - '

3 Organlzatlon of Chmese R

Americans

ST e 1001 Connectrcut Avenue NW
Sulte 707 - ,
- Washrngton DC 20036
.- “Contact: Daphne Kwok
- ;(202) 223 5500 B

e Antl Aswn Vlolence
S f*Legal ' Lo
o Commlttee Agamst Antr—Asmn P , :
v Lo A31an Arnerlcan Legal Defensey- Lo
- . and Education Fund '
© - 99 Hudson Street, 12th Floor
: o ,New York, NY 10013
. (212)473 648..5 CIE SN o Contact: StanMark
SR e ' ,(212)9665932



.. Bar Assoc1at1on

. cfo Law Offices'of Wllham C. Hou .

T _Washmgton DC 20006 .
~.|"" Contact: BlllHou 1‘ ST

, Health

- Suite 531~ - .

| San FranCLSco, CA 94105

|- Contact: Tessie  Guillermo
Sl (415) 541 0866

.j'As1ar1 Health Serv1ces : ORI
| - 310 - 8th Street, Suité 200 - . -
1 Oakland, CA 94607 *

" Contact: Sherry. leota s

: ‘As1an Law Caucus

San Francisco, CA. 94108
- _Contact Paul lgasalq T
: ‘(415)391 1655

- ’:As1an Pac1f1c Ametlcan Legal
‘Center of Southern California

o (213) 748 2022

Natlonal As1an Pae1f1c Amencan
* 7888 16th Street NW, Suite: 400

' "(ZOZ) 416 0653

: Natlonal As1an Pac1f1c Ametlcan
| -~ Legal Consortium - oo
| 468 Bush Street; 3rd Floor R
" | SanFrancisco; CA 94108
| . Contact: Joe Lucero '

1 ;_»(415) 3914133

I 'VAs1an Amerlcan Health Forum

1 16 New Montgomery Sreet

s o ";':As1an Pac1f1c Health Ca_re Venture' .
300 \X/est Sunset Blvd.
17 Los Angeles, CA 90012

Contact Kazue Sh1bata

‘ ‘(510) 465 3271

- Assoc1at1on of A51an/Pac1f1c -

) : L 3~Chmatown Health Chmc
* 468 Bush Street, 3rd Floor S f " 89 Baxter: Street -
- New York, NY 10013
e Contact Harold Lu1

i (212) 233-5066

o Internat1onal D1str1ct Commu— S
. _""»’mtyHealth Center -~ "
-1 .+ 1010 Souith Flower Sreet, Room 302"‘
|+ Los Angeles, CA 90015 - "

. Contact: Stuart Kwoh L

416 Maynard Avenue, South

- “Seattle, WA 98104
T (206) 447.3235 .. -
M W F (206) 322 0080

s Kakua Ka11h1 Valley Health
“Center * * :

1846 Gutick Avenue

o f_Honolulu, HI 96819

Contact: Jory Watland :

) (808) 8480976

o North East Medical Serv1ces '

1520 Stockton Street' <

L “Sén Francisco, CA 94133
. Contact: Sohp1e Wong N

(415) 391/9686

South Cove Commumty Health -

T Center ’
885 Washmgton Street
- Boston, MA 02111 .
< Contact Jean Lau Chm SRR

Lo (617)482 7555

: .‘.--"‘Umon of Pan As1an e
) 'Commumtles L R
. -1031-25th Streer-

-~ San DIego CA 92102 .
Contact: Margaret IwanagafPenrose

o __(619) 232—6454

" Wal anae Coast Comprehenswe R
}‘Health Center -~ S
" 86-260 Farrington HLghway

- Waianae, HL96792-3199 .-
" Contact:Airleen Lucero -~

S (808) 6967081 - -

) ‘COmmumty Health. Orgamzanons e T

1212 Broadway, Suite 730
,.Oakland ‘CA 94612- 1825
“Contact: Lauria Mayeno . - o

| (510027229536 e



1. Oakland, CA 94607

| 468 Bush Sureet, 3rd Floor
e San ,Francrsco CA 94108 -
* Contact: Lora Foo

| Washingron, D.C. 20005 .
o Contact: Matthew: F1nucane
- .3(202) 842 1263 '

Bt v_*SantaClara Center on

e Contact: Flora Chu B

KX Labor Rrghts s

- ,A51an Amerlcan Legal Defense- o 5

- and Education Fund S
99 Fludsorr Street 12th Floor T

. Contact: Ran]ana Bhargava

N '(31‘-2)3’-34,01735.

_ New York, NY 10013~
: , Contact Stan Mark
' (212)966-5932 ¢

| Asian Immlgrant Women R :

- Advocates
310 Erghth Street, #3 10

_'Contact* Young Shm S
(15 2680192

AslanLaw Caucus A

Garment Worket’s Pro; ect

= (415) 39141655

1 }Chlnese Staff and Workers
= . Association
1 15 Cathetine Street, an Floor Rear ‘

| New York, NY 10038 - :
B Contact Wing Lam
B i.,(ZlZ) 619 7979

. Korean Immlgrant Worker S

- :.Advocates SR
2426 West 8th Street Surte 222

| Los Angeles; CA 90057
| Contact: Roy Hong '

| (137389050

B Natlonal A$1an Pac1f1c Labor -~ e

_AllIance o
1444 T Street NW Su1te 702 _

: "‘Occupatlonal Safety and Health

. Asian Workers’ Pro;ect

a 760- North Fitst. Street
‘San ]ose, CA 951 12

- (408) 984050

- '0.‘-Domejs’tic.‘ Violence .~

C ApnaGhai e
s 4753 North Broadway, Surte 605 e
:Chlcago, IL 60640 - L

: A51an Wornen $ Pro;ect
110 Arhngton Street -

~ Bostori, MA 02116 :
- Contact:Cheng Imm~
'(617)54216233 ot

S Asmn Women s Shelter "V o

3543 18thr Street #19-

. SanFrancisco, CA 94110 -
o :-Contact Beckie Masaki. -
@ BLIO

o .Center for the Pac1f1c—As1an R
- Family =~ - '
-+ 543 North, Fa1rfax, #108
"+ Los Angeles, CA 90036 .
L Contact: Linda lkeda—Vogel
(213) 653 4045 e

e Manavl L
~ PO:Box 614
- Bloomfield, NJ 07003
, ';fContact Shamrta Das»Dasgupta, B
: “.?_-(908) 687-2662 L

o Narlka :
PO Box 7326 .
- ,;Berkeley, CA 94707 |
. Contact: lnderpal Grewal
. _(510) 215 7308

. New York A51an Women s .
'--_ "Center: = : A '
" "39 Bowery, Box 375 :
"~ New York, NY_lO_OOZ
- Contact:PatEng .~ *
w0

Sakh1

' P.OBox 1428 Cathedral Stat1on :
- New York,NY 10025 - '

Contact Annanya Bhattachar]ee

L (212) 866:6591
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About ARPIP

slan Amerrcans and Pac1f1c Islanders in Ph1lanthropy (AAPIP) Wwais.
created in October 1990 to meet the need fora forum to hrghllght o

|- critical i 1ssues affectmg growmg ‘Asian Pac1ﬁc Arnerlcan communities.-
. AAPIP provrdes opportunities for networkrng arnOng Asran Pacific Amerr-_
- cans ernployed in phrlanthroprc organrzatrons AAPIP aims to: L

o . PrOmote understandlng among grantmakers and malnstream mstltutrons g
o _;of ma] or issues affecting Asran Pacrfrc Amencans, o '
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